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March 8, 2013 
 
A  Statement  of  Solidarity  with  the  CIW  on  International  Women’s  Day  2013 
 
United Methodist Women are pleased to be present today with the Coalition of Immokalee Workers.  
Today,  we  are  in  solidarity  with  you  as  we  celebrate  International  Women’s  Day  – a day to honor all 
women, their strength and resilience and their efforts to care for their families.  We join with you in 
acknowledging the strength of women and the justice work women do together.  United Methodist 
Women have a long heritage of standing for women and doing justice work.  As supporters of the 
National Farm Workers Ministry, we have advocated for justice in the fields for many years.   
 
After four years of advocates peacefully and prayerfully trying to engage Publix Supermarkets on issues 
of poverty and abuse of farmworkers who supply their tomatoes, Publix still has not agreed to a face-
to-face conversation.  For this reason, CIW has set out walking and our thoughts are prayers are with 
the marchers.  
 
You have achieved Fair Food Agreements with 90% of Florida's growers and 11 multi-billion dollar 
corporations. This march celebrates that progress.  But this march also recognizes the work yet to be 
done as Florida's wealthiest corporation continues to undermine that progress, and refuses to do their 
part to end decades of farmworker poverty and degradation.  We stand with you here today just as we 
stand with women everywhere in their efforts to rise against violence in all its forms.  Poverty and 
economic injustice is a type of violence against women and we see it in the fields. 
 
While we join you here today, many of our United Methodist Women are standing and marching with 
other men and women in NYC, across from the United Nations.  This week the Commission on the 
Status of Women is meeting to address violence in all its forms and how we can work together to end 
it.  Likewise, our board of directors, staff and national leaders are marching and standing against 
violence  against  women  in  Nashville,  TN  where  they  are  meeting  to  engage  in  our  organization’s  
decision making over the next several days.  All of us join you in observing  International  Women’s  Day  – 
a day to end violence in all its forms.  We commend you on your determination and your diligence in 
seeking justice for farm workers.  Sí, se puede!  Yes we can! 
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