
Dear Youth of the Historic Peace Churches, 
	
 We are the Florida Quaker Youth and we would like to discuss the Fair Food Campaign with you. The 
Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW) is asking consumers to pressure major food companies to pay one 
additional penny per pound for tomatoes, as well as to commit to fair working conditions. These conditions 
include bathroom breaks, water, shade, and fair hours. Additionally, if a crew leader abuses a worker, then any 
company who has signed on to the Fair Food Agreement can no longer buy from that grower. 

     The reason for this movement is because 
of the hardships that tomato pickers in Florida face.  They 
have to carry 32 pound buckets of tomatoes on their 
shoulders and run them to a moving truck. They get 50 
cents per bucket, so they have to fill a bucket every 3 
minutes to make minimum wage.  Sometimes the crew 
leaders make them “top off” their buckets with extra 
tomatoes and they don’t get paid for the extra amount. 
They don’t have enough money to pay for fair housing 
and some live in cramped trailers with up to 15 people.  
     Since the start of this campaign 10 years 
ago, Yum Foods (KFC, Pizza Hut, Taco Bell), 
McDonalds, Chipotle, Trader Joe’s, and Whole Foods 
have all signed The Fair Food Agreement. Right now 
Publix is a big focus of the Coalition of Immokalee 
Workers because Publix is such a dominant corporation 
in Florida. By gaining Publix’s support, other competing 
supermarkets (i.e. Sweetbay, Wal-Mart) will be more 
likely to sign on to the agreement. 
     We, the Quaker Youth, got involved 
after we visited Immokalee and learned first-
hand about the Fair Food Campaign. We heard about the 
appalling working conditions and witnessed the living 
conditions of farmworkers and spent time with an 
Immokalee worker who helped us understand the issue 
more thoroughly. 
       When we asked the coalition “What 
can we do to help the cause?”                      
They suggested that we write to Publix. As a group of 
concerned youth, we wrote a letter to Publix asking 
them to sign on to the Fair Food Campaign, in hopes that 
a letter from kids would capture their attention. Next we 

brought the issue to our Fall Interim Quaker Business 
Meeting, hoping to gain Minutes of support from 
Meetings belonging to the Southeastern Yearly Meeting. 
So far we have gained eight Minutes of support from 
Quaker Meetings all over Florida.  Finally, we took 
a street theatre workshop from a worker from the 
Immokalee Coalition and a translator from Interfaith 
Action and learned how to effectively publicize the issue 
in a more creative manner. 
       We plan to use everything we have learned so 
far to continue bringing this issue to our wider 
Quaker Community.  We’ll look for support at our  
Southeastern Yearly Business Meeting this spring and 
then will share this issue at Friends General Conference, 
a national gathering of Quakers, in Colorado in July. 
There is still far more work to do on this issue. 
       We urge you to start to consider what 
your faith calls upon you to do.                
You could start with a visit to Immokalee to learn more, 
followed by a letter to Publix.  We stress the importance 
of getting as many fellow members of your faith involved 
in this process. By following the proper procedures in 
your church it becomes more likely to gain the full 
backing of your local community of faith.  We thank you 
for your time and consideration regarding the opportunity 
to make a difference in the lives of farmworkers.    
	
 With your support we all should be 
able to make a more significant difference 
in this movement.
Sincerely, 
The Quaker Youth	
 	
                 January, 2013                                                                   

Join Us in the Fair Food Campaign


