
The Alliance for Fair Food (AFF) is a vibrant, 
national network of people working in 
partnership with the Coalition of Immokalee 
Workers (CIW), an internationally recognized 
farmworker-led organization successfully 
transforming human rights in U.S. agriculture. 

We are a multi-cultural, multi-generational, 
and cross-constituency ally network comprised 
of many voices, united by our commitment to 
following farmworker leadership and organizing 
in our own communities to understand – and act 
on – our role in the movement for farmworker 
justice.

Working alongside the CIW, the ally network’s 
tenacity, creativity, spirit and commitment have 
been integral to the unprecedented victories 
for farmworkers that are restoring justice and 
dignity to the fields.

CAMPAIGN FOR FAIR FOOD
The AFF powers the farmworker-led Campaign 
for Fair Food, one of the most dynamic and 
successful grassroots organizing efforts of 
our day. Through education and action, the 
Campaign for Fair Food calls on major food 
retailers to join the Fair Food Program, the CIW’s 
proven mechanism to uprooting abuse in the 
fields. Since its launch in 2001, the Campaign for 
Fair Food has won binding agreements with 14 
of the largest food corporations in the country, 
such as Taco Bell, McDonald’s, and Walmart. 

Current campaign targets include major fast 
food chain, Wendy’s, and Florida-based grocery 
giant, Publix Supermarkets. Despite many years 
of thousands of farmworkers and consumers 
calling on Wendy’s and Publix to join the 
Fair Food Program, both Fair Food holdouts 
consciously and shamefully refuse to take part in 
the tremendous changes taking root in the U.S. 
agricultural industry. 

CONSCIOUSNESS + COMMITMENT = CHANGE
The Campaign’s success is borne out of the 
CIW’s intimate understanding of this country’s 
agricultural reality. After a decade of gridlock 
struggle with Florida growers throughout the 
90s, Immokalee farmworkers identified that 
the root of their exploitation actually lay in the 
increasing degree of consolidation in the retail 
food industry. Multi-billion dollar brands were 
leveraging their unparalleled purchasing power 
to demand ever-lower prices from growers, 
which in turn created a downward pressure that 
perpetuated farmworkers’ poverty and abusive 
conditions.

To transform their reality, farmworkers designed 
the Campaign for Fair Food to reverse that trend 
and looked toward consumer allies that would 
stand with them in calling on the country’s 
largest food retailers to take responsibility for 
human rights abuses within their supply chain. 

Understanding their role in the movement, 
consumers of conscience partnered with 
farmworkers to take creative grassroots action, 
including a successful national boycott that in 
2005 resulted in the first binding agreement 
with a major buyer: Yum! Brands, parent 
company of Taco Bell and others, the largest 
food conglomerate in the world. The Campaign 
continued to target and win agreements with 
other corporations, and in 2010 a critical mass 
of participating buyers gave way to a landmark 
agreement between the CIW and the Florida 
Tomato Growers Exchange, representing 90% of 
the Florida tomato industry. 



In 2011, the unique partnership among 
farmworkers, Florida tomato growers, and 
participating buyers fostered the creation of 
the Fair Food Program. Five years later, tens 
of thousands of farmworkers are experiencing 
never-before-seen rights in the fields, such as 
shade and water; the right to file a complaint 
without fear of retaliation; the right to work 
free of sexual harassment and modern slavery; 
and the first real pay increase in 30 years. In 
the summer of 2015, the Fair Food Program 
transcended Florida’s borders into 6 new states, 
and is continuing to expand into new crops. The 
Program was recently hailed on the front page 
of the New York Times as “the best workplace 
monitoring program… in the U.S.” 

WHO WE ARE
The Alliance for Fair Food is the network 
home for all non-farmworkers seeking to ally 
themselves with the CIW’s struggle for justice 
in the fields. The AFF brings together diverse 
communities and individuals in action, including:

 •  Students and young people, organizing 
     within the Student/Farmworker Alliance
 •  People of faith and conscience
 •  Food justice organizations
 •  Women’s rights advocates
 •  Artists and cultural workers
 •  Workers and community groups 
 •  Human rights organizations

Their juncture is one of the few points at which 
such a broad range of peoples come together in 
an accountable relationship with workers who 
are leading — and winning — their own struggle 
for systemic change. 

GET INVOLVED 
With tens of thousands of farmworkers 
benefiting from the transformation taking 
place in the U.S. agricultural industry, its time 
that holdouts like Publix and Wendy’s do their 
part in continuing to expand and strengthen 
these historic gains. Join the Fair Food Nation 
in amplifying the powerful and urgent call 
for Publix and Wendy’s to join the Fair Food 
Program! To find out how you can get  involved, 
contact us at organize@allianceforfairfood.org. 

CIW RECOGNITION
The breadth of the CIW’s work is reflected in 
the wide range of national and international 
recognition it has received, including: the 2015 
Presidential Medal for Extraordinary Efforts 
in Combatting Modern-Day Slavery; the 2014 
Clinton Global Citizen Award; the 2013 Freedom 
from Want Medal from the Roosevelt Institute; 
from former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, 
the 2010 Hero Acting to End Modern-Day Slavery 
Award; the 2007 Anti-Slavery Award from Anti-
Slavery International of London; and the 2003 
Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Award.
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