
Call  on McDonald’ s to   
Ensure Just i c e for  Farmworker s 

 
Florida tomato pickers earn 45-50 cents 
per 32-lb bucket of tomatoes, a rate 
which has not risen significantly since 
1978. They toil long hours without 
overtime pay or any benefits.  In the 
most extreme conditions, workers are 
held against their will in modern-day 
slavery rings.  The Coalition of 
Immokalee Workers (CIW), a Florida 
farmworker organization, has uncovered 

and assisted the Department of Justice in successfully prosecuting 5 slavery rings, 
freeing over 1,000 workers.   
 
People of faith joined with farmworkers to compel Taco Bell to reach an historic 
agreement with the CIW that directly improved wages and conditions for workers 
who pick Taco BellÕs tomatoes. Following this precedent-setting agreement, the 
CIW called on McDonaldÕs, another large tomato purchaser, to similarly address 
sub-poverty wages and abuses in its supply chain. 
 
For nearly two years, the CIW and people of faith across the country have called 
upon McDonaldÕs to ensure dignity and fair wages for farmworkers, but 
McDonaldÕs has steadfastly refused to do so.  Instead, McDonaldÕs has taken 
measures that seem aimed at undermining the advances for farmworker rights 
achieved in the Taco Bell agreement. 
 
Join the National Council of Churches, the United Church of Christ, the 

Presbyterian Church (USA), the General Board of Church and Society of 

the United Methodist Church, and religious leaders across the country in calling 
upon McDonaldÕs to work with the CIW for fair wages and conditions.  
 

What You Can Do 
 

Join with CIW farmworkers… Florida farmworkers will leave the fields and 
travel to McDonaldÕs backyard this April to call for justice and you can join them. 
 
• Friday, April 13th : 3:00 pm Gather and music; 4pm Program 

Join Rev. Michael Livingston, President of the National Council of Churches, 
Kerry Kennedy, local religious leaders, and farmworkers in a peaceful rally for 
human rights at McDonaldÕs Headquarters, Oak Brook.  See www.ciw-
online.org for parking information and other details.   

• Saturday, April 14th: 10:00 am, Federal Plaza, Chicago 
Join Rev. Jorge Morales of the Illinois Conference of the United Church of 
Christ, Catholic Bishop John Manz, and CIW farmworkers for a colorful and 
musical Parade and Carnaval for Fair Food and Dignity.   

 

Ensuring Human Dignit y 
 

The CIW-Taco Bell agreement establishes several important precedents for 
human dignity in our global economy and corporate supply chain responsibility: 
 

(a) An ongoing payment to directly increase farmworkersÕ sub-poverty wages. 
Taco Bell is paying one penny more per pound of tomatoes, nearly doubling the 
wages workersÕ receive for picking Taco BellÕs tomatoes. 
 

(b) The first-ever enforceable Code of Conduct for farmworker conditions in the 
fast-food industryÕs supply chain, with the CIW involved in monitoring; 
 

(c) Market incentives for suppliers willing to respect workersÕ rights; and 
 

(d) 100% transparency for Taco BellÕs tomato purchases in Florida, enabling the 
CIW to verify and monitor the improved wages and conditions  

 
Resourc es to  l earn more 

 

*National Council of Churches urges McDonald’s to improve worker 

conditions and wages:  www.ncccusa.org/ news/ 051201McDonalds.html 
 
*Presbyterian Church (USA) Campaign for Fair Food: www.pcusa.org/ fairfood 
 

*Alliance for Fair Food: www.allianceforfairfood.org 
 

*National Farm Worker Ministry: www.nfwm.org 
 
 

Prayer  f or  Fair  Food 
 

God who labors and rests, we give thanks for the 
agreement between CIW and Taco Bell and the real 
improvements for those who harvest Taco BellÕs 
tomatoes. We give thanks for the churchÕs role in 
witnessing with the farmworkers to bring about this 
agreement. We ask that you strengthen us and the CIW 
as we encourage other fast-food companies to ensure 
dignity, fair wages, and a voice for the farmworkers 
who harvest their tomatoes.  
 
We pray that McDonaldÕs will work with the CIW to 
ensure that farmworkers in its tomato supply chain 

enjoy the human rights they deserve as your children.  Help us to be faithful to 
your gospel and be an effective witness for good work, fair pay, and human 
dignity.  Amen.   
 

 www.al l iance f or fa ir f ood.org  *  www.ciw-onl ine . org  
emai l :  info@inter fa i tha ct .org  * 239-986-0688 
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